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Call for Papers 
 
In the spring of 2014, we will convene an international conference at New York University to 
investigate the coproduction and dynamic interrelation of the U.S., Latin American, and global 
economies in the half-century between the Spanish-American War and the Cuban Revolution. 
 
 
This pivotal period saw broad transformations in ideas, institutions, and practices of capitalism and 
imperialism in the western hemisphere and around the world. Historians have conventionally 
approached these transformations through analytical frameworks such as dependency and diffusion, 
depicting a one-way flow from a powerful North to a powerless South. To challenge such top-down 
analysis, we aim to bring together scholars of the United States, Latin America, and the Caribbean 
to explore the multidirectional processes, reciprocal impacts, and global dimensions of inter-
American economic relations. 
 
 
Drawing methodologically from the new cultural history, the new international history, and the 
history of capitalism, we will explore how transnational ventures in areas including finance, 
agricultural policy, resource extraction and exchange, transportation, and industrialization shaped 
not only the political economy of development in twentieth century Latin America, but also the 
political economy of U.S. capitalism. At the same time, we will consider how social groups and 
political actors appropriated, contested, and redirected imperial, state, and corporate power through 
their own experiments in coalition building, the organization of labor, the regulation of capital, 
economic interventionism, and alternative forms of governance. We are especially interested in 
exploring how the strategies, structures, and alignments that took shape in the western hemisphere 
in this period have organized global capitalism under U.S. hegemony. 
 
Potential topics include but are not limited to: 
•Economic sovereignty, nationalism, and multilateralism •Economic and social rights (including 
labor, public health, housing, 
consumption) 
•Developmentalisms and modernization 
•Commodity production and trade 
•Forms of hemispheric “security” 
•International law and institutionalized bodies of knowledge •Inter-imperial competition and rivalry 

http://americaninterdependencies.wordpress.com/


 
Abstracts of 500 words or less should demonstrate how papers will engage with the focus on 
reciprocal impacts, multidirectional processes, and global embeddedness. They should be sent to the 
conference organizers at nyulatam@gmail.com no later than November 1, 2013. Assistance for 
travel and lodging costs will be determined upon finalization of the conference budget. 
 
American (Inter)Dependencies has received generous support from the NYU Humanities Initiative, 
the NYU History Department, the New York City Latin American History Workshop, and the NYU 
Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies. 
 
 
Christy Thornton 
Ph.D. Candidate | Latin American History Department of History | New York University 
email: cthornton@nyu.edu 
 mobile: 646.752.5507 
web: http://christy-thornton.com 
 

--  
ASSOCIAZIONE INTERNAZIONALE AREIA 
 
Il contenuto di questa e-mail e degli allegati è rivolto unicamente alle persone cui è indirizzato, e 
può contenere informazioni la cui riservatezza è tutelata. 
Sono vietati la riproduzione e l'uso di questa e-mail, in mancanza di autorizzazione del 
destinatario.Se avete ricevuto questa e-mail per errore, vogliate cortesemente chiamarci 
immediatamente per telefono o fax. 
  
This e-mail and its attachments is intended only for the person or entity to which is addressed and 
may contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure. 
Copying, dissemination or use of this e-mail or the information herein by anyone other than the 
intended recipient is prohibited. If you have received this e-mail by mistake, please notify us 
immediately by telephone or fax. 
  
Associazione Areia c/o DAFIST 
Via Balbi 6 
16126 Genova (Italia) 
Tel. +39.010.209.50.36.  
areia.associazione@gmail.com  
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